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VI.

Call to Order — Amber Smock, chairperson of the subcommittee, called the meeting to
order at 3:00 PM.

Review and approval of meeting minutes from November 4, 2021— Amie Lulinski
made a correction to the draft meeting minutes, which were then approved by the
subcommittee.

Public Comment — Several members of the public offered comment to the
subcommittee: Randa Abdelrahim, Michael Grice, Gail Hamilton, Donna Peek, Celia
Corona, Cassandra Broadway, and Angela Stewart. Comments conveyed issues and
recommendations related to the following topics: home and community-based services
(HCBS) for individuals with disabilities, including:
e Lack of awareness among unpaid caregivers about professional/funded services
and supports, often along cultural and religious lines.
e Importance of communication between managed care organizations and service
providers regarding home service plan.
e Wage stagnation and high rates of employee turnover for home health workers.
Additional public comment was received in written format from Marina Salman and
Randa Abdelrahim regarding the experience of immigrants in accessing services.

Discussion of Illinois’s HCBS American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) spending plan —
Pam Winsel from HFS reviewed and responded to subcommittee member questions
about the state’s HCBS ARPA spending plan, for which the state has received conditional
approval. Final approval in contingent upon the State meeting quarterly reporting
requirements. The approval can be found here:
https://www2.illinois.gov/hfs/SiteCollectionDocuments/ILFY2022Q2Conditional Approv

al.pdf .

Discussion of top Illinois HCBS workforce issues — Subcommittee members engaged
in discussion about Illinois HCBS workforce issues. Providers’ ability to compete with
wages in other sectors was a central theme. Multiple members expressed appreciation for
the individuals making public comment.

Review proposed agendas for May and July meetings — Chairperson Smock led the
committee in a discussion of agenda items for the next two meetings. Consensus was
established to address community mental health services, Money Follows the Person, and
HCBS for immigrant groups in the May meeting.

Adjourn — The meeting was adjourned at 5 PM.
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