
From: Jackie Johnson
To: HFS.BPPC
Cc: Michelle Duncan; Tonya Beal
Subject: [External] Proposed Allowance
Date: Thursday, December 28, 2023 12:34:25 PM
Attachments: image001.png

I’m inquiring to see if the income changes that we have already submitted for January 2024 will be
adjusted automatically to reflect the allowance from $30 to $60 or do we need to complete new
income changes?
 
Thank you,
 

Jackie Johnson
WLC Management Firm
35 South Vine St.
Harrisburg, IL 62946
P: 618-294-8696
F: 618-294-8219
 

 

mailto:JJohnson@wlcfirm.com
mailto:HFS.BPPC@Illinois.gov
mailto:MDuncan@wlcfirm.com
mailto:tbeal@wlcfirm.com



From: Nicole Miron
To: HFS.BPPC
Subject: [External] Personal Needs Allowance Change - question
Date: Thursday, December 28, 2023 2:51:53 PM
Attachments: image001.png
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Good afternoon,
 
We received this HFS notification about Personal Needs allowance for the residents in Nursing homes.
 
From what I am reading is saying that  “HFS is proposing….” But still waiting for federal approval.
 
So, should we proceed with the $60.00 personal allowance as of January 1, 2024  or should we still wait until is approved by federal?
 
Can you please advise?
 
Thank you so much.
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Nmiron@integrityhcc.com
mailto:HFS.BPPC@Illinois.gov






 

 

 
 
Nicole Miron, BSBA
Accounts Receivable Supervisor
Integrity HCC Services
4213 Main Street
Skokie, IL. 60076
Work: (708) 426-2305
E-Fax: (708) 426-2405
E-Mail: nmiron@integrityhcc.com
Fax: (708) 236-0001
 
 

mailto:nmiron@seniorHCM.com


 
 

Privacy notice: This document may contain information covered under the Privacy Act, 5 USC 552(a), and/or the Health Insurance
Portability and Accountability Act (PL 104-191) and its various implementing regulations and must be protected in accordance with those
provisions. Healthcare information is personal and sensitive and must be treated accordingly. If this correspondence contains healthcare
information it is being provided to you after appropriate authorization from the patient or under circumstances that don't require patient
authorization. You, the recipient, are obligated to maintain it in a safe, secure and confidential manner. Redisclosure without additional
patient consent or as permitted by law is prohibited. Unauthorized redisclosure or failure to maintain confidentiality subjects you to
application of appropriate sanction. If you have received this correspondence in error, please notify the sender at once and destroy any
copies you have made.
 
 
 

From: Mary Button <MButton@hccil.org> 
Sent: Thursday, December 28, 2023 2:19 PM
To: Mary Button <MButton@hccil.org>
Cc: JB Meier <jbmeier@hccil.org>
Subject: Personal Needs Allowance Change
Importance: High
 
Good Afternoon,
 
HFS has released guidance that the Personal Needs Allowance will change from $30 to $60 monthly on January 1, 2024. Use the
link below to access the PDF. 
 

https://hfs.illinois.gov/info/legal/publicnotices.html

Public Notices
Pursuant to federal regulation 42 CFR Part 447, the state is required to issue public notice on proposed changes in statewide
methods and standards for setting Medicaid payment rates. This process provides beneficiaries, providers and other stakeholders
the opportunity to review and comment on such changes

hfs.illinois.gov

 
Best regards, 

Mary Button

Senior Reimbursement Associate
Health Care Council of Illinois

431 East Adams Street, Suite 220

Springfield, Illinois 62701

mbutton@hccil.org

217-494-9198
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** HCCI provides material for informational purposes only. The material provided herein is general and is not
intended to be legal advice.**

 

 

 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender's account and know
the content is safe. NEVER provide your password; confirm sensitive requests by sending a separate email, and not by replying.

 

State of Illinois - CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this communication is confidential, may be attorney-client privileged
or attorney work product, may constitute inside information or internal deliberative staff communication, and is intended only for the use of the
addressee. Unauthorized use, disclosure or copying of this communication or any part thereof is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you
have received this communication in error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail and destroy this communication and all copies
thereof, including all attachments. Receipt by an unintended recipient does not waive attorney-client privilege, attorney work product privilege, or
any other exemption from disclosure.



From: Stephanie Berkey
To: HFS.BPPC
Subject: [External] Increase to Personal Needs Allowance
Date: Friday, December 29, 2023 8:21:00 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Good morning. Can I please get a status update on this change?
 
I saw the notice released yesterday that would increase the PNA for residents in a skilled nursing
facility. It said the proposed change is 1/01/24; however, reading further it sounds like the comment
period is in effect for the next 30 days. I want to make sure I understand the process before sharing
any information with our residents and families.
 
Thanks,
Stephanie
 
Stephanie J. Berkey
Financial Director
Phone: 217.762.6668
Fax: 217.762.2507
 

 
 

mailto:s.berkey@piattcountynursinghome.org
mailto:HFS.BPPC@Illinois.gov



From: Tonya Beal
To: HFS.BPPC
Subject: [External] $60 for residents of LTC
Date: Tuesday, January 2, 2024 8:40:34 AM
Attachments: image002.png
Importance: High

Is this in effect 1/1/2024 or is it still in process?  We are trying to find out what we need to allow our
residents this month.
 

Thank you,
 
Tonya Beal
WLC Management
35 South Vine Street
Harrisburg, IL  62946
Phone:  618-294-8696
Fax:  618-294-8699
 
 

        
         

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:tbeal@wlcfirm.com
mailto:HFS.BPPC@Illinois.gov



From: WENDY RENDON
To: HFS.BPPC
Subject: [External] PNA question
Date: Tuesday, January 2, 2024 9:37:07 PM

My sister is in a skilled nursing home and Forestview receives her SS check.
The business office is saying that she only gets $30 this month even tho law was passed Jan 1, 2024 to increase the
PNA to $60.
Please advise if there was a change or is the facility making that decision.

Thank you

mailto:rendonrea@aol.com
mailto:HFS.BPPC@Illinois.gov


From: Jennifer Illarde
To: HFS.BPPC
Subject: [External] Increase in Residents Personal Fund Allowance
Date: Wednesday, January 3, 2024 10:54:31 AM

Hello:
 
Can you tell me if the proposed change to increase the residents allowance effective 1/1/2024 has
been officially approved yet?
 
Thank you!

Jennifer Illarde LNHA
Corporate Administrator
Alden Management Services

 773.724.6583   |  773.851.2942
 Jennifer.Illarde@thealdennetwork.com
 aldennetwork.com

IMPORTANT WARNING: This message is intended for the sole use of the individual or
entity to which it is addressed and may contain information that is privileged, confidential and
exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If the reader of this message is not the intended
recipient, or the employee or agent responsible to deliver it to the intended recipient, you are
hereby notified that any use, dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is
strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify us
immediately by telephone and destroy the related message. Thank you. CONFIDENTIAL
HEALTH INFORMATION MAY BE ENCLOSED: Health information is personal, sensitive,
and protected information related to a person's health care. It is being sent to you after
appropriate authorization from the resident or under circumstances that do not require resident
authorization. You, the recipient, are obligated to maintain it in a safe, secure and confidential
manner. Re-disclosure without additional resident consent or as permitted by law is prohibited.
Unauthorized re-disclosure or failure to maintain confidentiality could subject you to penalties
described in federal and state law.
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mailto:HFS.BPPC@Illinois.gov
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From: Lorri Weeks
To: HFS.BPPC
Subject: [External] Nursing Home Personal Needs Allowance Question
Date: Wednesday, January 3, 2024 1:49:11 PM

Hello,

My name is Lorri and I work for Swansea Rehabilitation and Health Care. There is currently
some confusion over how much residents should recieve for their personal needs allowance
this month. My Social worker found the Proposed Changes Notice on your page stating
residents should get $60 a month after 1/1/2024. However, my Cooperate Boss at Petersen
Health Care informed me that this was never approved and the amount should still be $30 per
resident. Could you please verify which amount is correct at your earliest convience?

Thanks,
Lorri Weeks
BOM
(618) 233-6625

mailto:lweeks@petersenhealthcare.net
mailto:HFS.BPPC@Illinois.gov


From: BOM CRE
To: HFS.BPPC
Subject: [External] Public Act 103-0102 Question
Date: Thursday, January 4, 2024 11:06:55 AM

ARTICLE 60.

 
    Section 60-5. The Illinois Public Aid Code is amended by
adding Section 5-35.5 as follows:
 
    (305 ILCS 5/5-35.5 new)
    Sec. 5-35.5. Personal needs allowance; nursing home
residents. Subject to federal approval, on and after January
1, 2024, for a person who is a resident in a facility licensed
under the Nursing Home Care Act for whom payments are made
under this Article throughout a month and who is determined to
be eligible for medical assistance under this Article, the
monthly personal needs allowance shall be $60.
 
 
Hello,
I am the business office manager for Crestwood Terrace .  We are licensed under the Nursing Home
Care Act and are an ICF.
Will this personal needs allowance apply to our residents as well.
 
 

Thank You,
 

Jennifer Ortiz
Business Office Manager
13301 South Central Ave.
Crestwood, Il. 60418-1370
(708) 597-5251
(815) 386-3225
Bom@crestwoodcare.net
 

mailto:bom@crestwoodcare.net
mailto:HFS.BPPC@Illinois.gov


From: Jerry Jerard Vaughn
To: HFS.BPPC
Subject: [External] Emergency rescinded of law and returning to $30 as of today by caseworkers.
Date: Thursday, January 4, 2024 11:13:21 AM

To whom it may concern,

I was informed today by the administration of the nursing home that I reside in that as of this
morning their corporate headquarters was informed by IDH caseworkers that they were
informed by Springfield that they were to stop immediately processing the $60 for our portion
into resend and go back to the $30 immediately. My question is, is the law still in effect or is,
someone trying to pull a fast one on me by scamming me out of 30 and blaming it on the
state? If someone could reply back to me in an expressed an expedient manner, that would be
appreciated. I am also going to get in touch with the ombudsman for the facility thank you
very much.

Yours truly, Jerry Vaughn

mailto:jerryjvaughn1977@gmail.com
mailto:HFS.BPPC@Illinois.gov


From: Anna Ledwon
To: HFS.BPPC
Subject: [External] Question
Date: Friday, January 5, 2024 12:23:23 PM

This message was sent securely using Zix®

Hello,

Are the residents in a Nursing Home allowed to keep $60 instead of $30 starting 2024? We are receiving Notice of
Decision for January 2024 and some say $30 and others say $60. I contacted DHS via email and got no response and
I called left messages.

Please let us know

Thank you

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:
This email message and any accompanying data or files is confidential and
may contain privileged information intended only for the named
recipient(s). If you are not the intended recipient(s), you are hereby
notified that the dissemination, distribution, and or copying of this
message is strictly prohibited. If you receive this message in error, or are
not the named recipient(s), please notify the sender at the email address
above, delete this email from your computer, and destroy any copies in
any form immediately. Receipt by anyone other than the named
recipient(s) is not a waiver of any attorney-client, work product, or other
applicable privilege. 

This message was secured by Zix®.
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http://secure-web.cisco.com/1T82VoZt8fCJzfUZXu5Ma_ytmyuEOmZshnNU3y9FLteg2my9hachZVbwjUH0IaOJiRZ7JwxErhhKqZ5vOvqrJoM_Jboz5Ri-7Ynmgm4XWL56h9b_JlQ73kFqlJlzzfJlPj8dOffEkopL8gMGzEpX0WgDaAXldR1k7eY7vc2GGydnpLDxMm09rcI7M9l1votwNUjNLbDkrRtNhi-zarJRr4cgGtD4Y7UeWtLw6SMsgRJ2_k-mZ7Uw0_S5IPqUJP8uhQlZUKOntRvz-eZ3UZ1aDpS4if43fsdt11jXEv3Pqxig4WJd2KW6Yf5VtKwhs2Ocno_LOAONfybTfsYfxMX6kFHt24O5xEkqyVPZokCCvWpQvU9sfrBequXPmU5oqbatcjxuMw24ZtPfE6kMU9RdTTAQwvXnG_r5WOO0UnqA_po4/http%3A%2F%2Fwww.zixcorp.com%2Fget-started%2F
http://secure-web.cisco.com/1v-JKDo57ToLGSl6CSNDJSrR8Ss1LmtH2_l9rO5iRZiJaI2EnVXvuqL1UGgjfVPiR6onfIlKJMFwvVyH4RTXojN3P375ve8oaTXhERqiqBSs69tyoDinVQYHS3ed5uwRm67h8Rj4AI-CTjG1fAS6ucaW7SVKqkAhrLCQIz7NeZesOt0oDvi3NA6rAZo5-bILu8ZevhE5TFuzObO9GkuUbfc_IKD4NltTgA5zVqelLT6_PvmQfcFF6JefABGCb5ZRbjXj9fkCJQJKZ5OVOZZdAfvRcG56zQd1dbx0_mwrVJTPzGQG7DqIQiqEaBaget8PZQ78EM6oaojrMfL9IC78RLQfEhdMjcmOrB7p10QQBDbbxjOni-Q2LrV-wXfjRfTTK0hAPo_ycag4MJRDQ09Eq6PymWBkMCLXLS7q-yJ-wads/http%3A%2F%2Fwww.zixcorp.com


From: Faviola Ramirez
To: HFS.BPPC
Subject: [External] Increase in nursing home personal needs allowance per PA 103-0102
Date: Wednesday, January 10, 2024 9:11:35 AM
Attachments: image001.png

To Whom It May Concern:
 
Please approve the much-needed and long-overdue increase in the nursing home personal needs
allowance from $30.00 to $60.00 per month for individuals and from $60.00 to $120.00 per month
for married couples. 
 
Thank you for your kind attention to this matter.
 
Sincerely,

Faviola Ramirez
Attorney at Law
Law Hesselbaum, LLP
Office of the Kane County Public Guardian & Administrator
Office of the Kendall County Public Guardian & Administrator
2275 Church Rd., Aurora, IL 60502
Tel: 630-585-5200
Fax: 630-566-0811
www.lawhess.com
 

 
 
 
Confidentiality Notice: The documents accompanying this electronic transmission contain
confidential information belonging to sender which is legally privileged. The information is
intended only for the use of the individual or entity named above. If you are not the intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution, or taking of any
action in reliance on the contents of this information is strictly prohibited. If you have received
this communication in error, please immediately notify us by return mail. IRS Regulations
define specific requirements that we must adhere to in order to provide advice that is to be
considered federal tax advice for the purposes of avoiding penalties that the IRS might seek to
impose.

THIS CORRESPONDENCE (and any attachments, enclosures or other accompanying
materials), IS SPECIFICALLY INTENDED TO NOT QUALIFY AS FEDERAL TAX
ADVICE AND IT SHOULD NOT BE RELIED ON TO AVOID IRS PENALTIES.

mailto:faviola@lawhess.com
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From: Bounds, Sharon
To: HFS.BPPC
Cc: Bounds, Sharon
Subject: [External] personal allowance
Date: Wednesday, January 10, 2024 3:02:49 PM

Good Afternoon,
For the proposed changes in methods and standards for establishing medical assistance payment
rates.  It states the personal allowance for the individual who resides in a skilled nursing home
facility increased from $30.00 to $60.00 a month starting in January 2024.  Does McLean County
Nursing Home increase the amount for each individual in January or when we do their yearly
redetermination?
 
Thank you!
 
Sharon Bounds
McLean County Nursing Home
Admission Coordinator
901 N. Main
Normal, Il. 61761
Ph: 309-888-5380
Fax: 309-454-4594
 

mailto:Sharon.Bounds@mcleancountyil.gov
mailto:HFS.BPPC@Illinois.gov
mailto:Sharon.Bounds@mcleancountyil.gov


From: Maria Haight
To: HFS.BPPC
Subject: [External] Proposed Change for allowance 2024
Date: Wednesday, January 10, 2024 3:27:16 PM

Is the change official, can we notify our patients they now get to keep $60 monthly
allowance rather than $30 ?  The word “proposed” sounds like it isn’t official yet and may be
subject to change.
 
Thank you
 
 
 
Maria Haight
Business Office
Park Pointe Healthcare & Rehabillitation Center
1223 Edgewater Drive
Morris, IL 60450
PH:  (815) 416-6561
Cell: (630) 240-0342
Fax: (815) 585-7219
Email: business@parkpointehealthcare.com
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The content of this message and any files transmitted with it
is a confidential and proprietary business communication, which is solely for the use of
the intended recipient(s) and legally protected from disclosure by the Health Insurance
Portability and Accountability Act ("HIPAA").  Any use, distribution, duplication or
disclosure by any other person or entity is strictly prohibited.  If you are not an intended
recipient or this has been received in error, please notify the sender and immediately
delete all copies of this communication. If you have received this transmittal in error,
please notify the sender immediately at 815-416-6561 or by return e-mail. 
 
 
 

mailto:business@parkpointehealthcare.com
mailto:HFS.BPPC@Illinois.gov
mailto:business@parkpointehealthcare.com


From: Wesley Coulson
To: HFS.BPPC
Cc: NAELA-il@ConnectedCommunity.org
Subject: [External] Increase in nursing home personal needs allowance per PA 103-0102
Date: Monday, January 8, 2024 5:32:16 PM
Attachments: image001.png

To Whom It May Concern:
 
Please approve the much-needed and long-overdue increase in the nursing home personal needs
allowance from $30.00 to $60.00 per month for individuals and from $60.00 to $120.00 per month
for married couples. 
 
Please note that the indication that this would result in an annual increase in Medicaid liability of
$16.2 million is grossly overstated and wildly incorrect.  That figure suggests that about 533,000
Illinois residents are in a nursing home. But the State’s long-term care population is about 66,000
persons, some of whom are private pay.  Even if all 66,000 were receiving Medicaid the increased
cost to the State would be about $1,980,000.
 
Thanks for your kind attention.
 
Sincerely,
 

 
Wes Coulson, CELA, CAP, AEP*
DentCoulson Elder Law, LLC
774 Sunset Blvd., Suite 200,  O'Fallon, IL 62269
415 W. Virginia Ave., Effingham, IL 62401
Phone: 618-632-7000/314-567-9292/217-330-5500
Fax:  866-870-6855
Email:  wes@dentcoulsonelderlaw.com
 
*The designation of Certified Elder Law Attorney (CELA) is conferred by the National Elder Law
Foundation (www.nelf.org).  Members of the National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys’ Council of
Advanced Practitioners (CAP) are peer-nominated and approved NAELA attorneys who are
exceptionally skilled and experienced in the practice of elder and special needs law, and exemplify
professionalism, leadership, innovation, and a commitment to continued learning asnd growth. 
The designation of Accredited Estate Planner (AEP) is conferred by the National Association of
Estate Planners and Councils (www.naepc.org). Neither the supreme court nor the bar of Illinois or
Missouri reviews or approves certifying organizations or specialist designations.
 
NOTE:  This message contains confidential information and is intended only for the individual named. If you are not the
named addressee you should not read, disseminate, distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender immediately by e-
mail if you have received this e-mail by mistake and delete this e-mail from your system. E-mail transmission cannot be
guaranteed to be secure or error-free as information could be intercepted, corrupted, lost, destroyed, arrive late or
incomplete, or contain viruses. The sender therefore does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in the contents of
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this message, which arise as a result of e-mail transmission. If verification is required, please request a hard-copy version.
IRS Circular 230 Notice: To ensure compliance with requirements imposed by the IRS, I must inform you that any U.S. tax
advice contained in this communication (or in any attachment) is not intended or written to be used, and cannot be used, for
any purpose of (i) avoiding penalties under the Internal Revenue Code or (ii) promoting, marketing or recommending to
another party any transaction or matter addressed in this communication (or in any attachment).
FISA Court Warning: Due to Presidential Executive Orders and amendments to the Foreign Intelligence Security Act (FISA), the
National Security Agency (NSA) may intercept this and any other communication without probable cause, warrant or notice
and without express judicial or legislative approval, review or oversight.

 



From: Ryan Gannaway
To: HFS.BPPC
Subject: [External] Public Act 103-0102 Comment
Date: Friday, January 26, 2024 3:11:39 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Greetings,
 
Illinois needs to make it a policy to routinely adjust the personal needs
allowances for residents in all types of long-term care facilities to keep up with
inflation.
 
Supportive Living is approaching 20 years without having their personal
needs allowance adjusted for inflation.
 
As I close, I would like to end with a quote from Mahatma Gandhi
 
“The true measure of any society can be found in how it treats its most
vulnerable members.”
 
 
Ryan Gannaway                                                                                                       
Long Term Care Ombudsman                                                                                   
East Central Illinois Area Agency on Aging                                                             
1003 Maple Hill Road                                                                                               
Bloomington, IL 61705-9327                                                                                    
                       
Phone (309) 829-2065 ext. 1227                                                                               
Fax (309) 829-6021
rgannaway@eciaaa.org                                                                                              
 Age Strong, Live Strong  
www.eciaaa.org
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recipients. If you are not an intended recipient you should not disseminate, distribute or copy
this e-mail. Please notify the sender immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by
mistake and delete this e-mail from your system. E-mail transmission cannot be guaranteed to
be secure or error-free as information could be intercepted, corrupted, lost, destroyed, arrive
late or incomplete, or contain viruses. The sender therefore does not accept liability for any
errors or omissions in the contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail
transmission. If verification is required please request a hard-copy version.



From: Anna Ledwon
To: Rutledge, Jaime
Cc: HFS.BPPC
Subject: Re: [External] Question
Date: Wednesday, January 17, 2024 4:24:51 AM
Attachments: image001.png

This message was sent securely using Zix®

Good Morning,
Is the $60 effective January 2024 or a different month?
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