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The Affordable Care Act (ACA) 

 
 1. Encourages States to expand Medicaid 

• IL SB26 (PA 98-104) did this – two new groups 
2. Encourages States to create better, more convenient 

systems for signing up 
 Illinois’ ABE (Application for Benefits Eligibility) 

3. Establishes Health Insurance Marketplace 
 A place to compare and pick a private health insurance 

plan with financial help available to help make coverage 
more affordable. 

 





 
A brand and a website 

www.getcoveredillinois.gov 
 

http://www.getcoveredillinois.gov/
























 
 
 





 

Meet ABE 
Illinois’ Application for Benefits Eligibility 
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ABE - Application for Benefits Eligibility 

• Apply for medical, SNAP or cash benefits 
online 

• Upload verification documents with app 
• Partially complete and save – return later 
• Automatically referred to correct state office 
• Usually takes 30-45 minutes to apply 
 

Abe.illinois.gov 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
NH/SLF apps sent to LTC hubs where applicable
CCP cases go to local FCRC

https://abe.illinois.gov/abe/access/


LTC Application Approval Process 
ABE application submitted 

 
DHS Office registers application 

 
DHS Office requests any additional proof 
including 2536 (Screening Results) & 3654 
(Additional Information for LTC residents) 

 
Approval/Denial Notice sent 

 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Additional info requested if not sent with application 



Navigating the ABE System 



ABE Homepage 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Blue – users who already have a login
Red – community Partners (AKAAs, MPE providers)
Green – begin application (can register here for a user ID and set password)



Starting an Application 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Blue – begin app – will go to user ID setup if not already logged in
Red – register as community partner – discussion of Comm Partner



Create an Account 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Discuss creating an account and navigation buttons



Account Confirmation 



Fraud Reminder 



Application Assistance 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Blue – for comm partners to enter agency ID #
Red – when someone is helping client complete app – does not affect eligibility



Applying for Medical Programs 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Blue – LTC apps will use Medical Assistance
Red - - medical backdating buttons



Applicant Information 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Blue – important for LTC to identify nursing facility
Red – entry date into facility



Entering Disability for those under 65 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
If disability information is not entered (for someone NOT living in NH), IES will look at new Medicaid eligibility (ACA Adult program) and not eligibility for LTC services



Income Entry 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Blue – app directed to correct FCRC or processing center
Red – electronic signature



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Blue – temp ID number for tracking  - can print this page or
Red – print entire app



Submitting Documents 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
After completing app, clients can review the types of docs and send electronically
Check the box for the type of verification being provided electronically with app



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Navigate to doc saved on PC and enter location using browse button
CANNOT ADD DOCS AFTER APP SUBMITTED
CAN SUBMIT LEGAL POWER OF ATTY OR AUTHORIZED REP FORM UNDER ‘RELATIONSHIP’



Approved Reps 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Client can choose to have an auth rep (family, friend, legal rep, facility). Complete contact info –green
Red – applicants authorizing electronic signature
Blue – approved rep’s signature agreeing




ABE Issues 
 
 



ABE Resources 

ABE Application Handbook  
http://www2.illinois.gov/hfs/SiteCollectionDo
cuments/GuideABECommPartners.pdf  
 

http://www2.illinois.gov/hfs/SiteCollectionDocuments/CompletingABEApplication.pdf
http://www2.illinois.gov/hfs/SiteCollectionDocuments/GuideABECommPartners.pdf
http://www2.illinois.gov/hfs/SiteCollectionDocuments/GuideABECommPartners.pdf


Questions? 
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